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Introduction

The Ligurian dialect is spoken in south-western Padania, i.e. in Liguria, parts of
southern Piedmont and lower Lunigiana, Italy, the Menton district, France, and the
Principality of Monaco.

Today, few youngsters use it other than for short phrases in the middle of sentences,
and fewer and fewer of them even understand it, although in the countryside at least
this is not always true.

Phonology

Genoese has the following sounds:

Vowels

There are nine twelve distinct phonemes.

ée

—

0/6

00/6

as in fasu "l do";

as in fasu "false";
as in tésta "head";
as in spéta "to wait";

as in dialetu "dialect". The opposition between the phonemes & and é disappears
in syllables closed by a nasal consonant and both sounds are right in that
position, ex.: presénte = presénte "present"; sensa = sénsa "without";

as in sitee "town";
as in situ "silent";
as in ditu "said";

as in posu/poésu "I can". The two sounds are free allophones of the same
phonemes;

as in poosu/pdésu "stale". The two sounds are free allophones of the same
phonemes;

as in bl6 "blue";
as in figi6é "kid";
as in pusu "well";

as in pasu "wrist";



u as in tatu "all™;

uu as in fradtu "fruit";

Consonants
b as in banca "bank";
c/c' like ch in Charles, as in ciapa "to catch";

c/ch like c in corner, as in chin-a "craddle";

d as in dente "tooth";
f as in funtan-a "fountain";
g/g' like j in joke, as in gésgia "church";

g/gh like g in game, as in gua "throat";

jli semivocalic as in bacaja "to chatter" or cubia "pair";
I as in liganega "sausage";

m as in magun "sadness";

n like nin sin, as in Ana, woman's name;

n- velar like ng in fo sing, as in tan-a "den";

nj as in senja "signal";

o] as in pin "full";

r as in teera "land";

s as in sun "sound";

s as in Séna "Genoa";

sg before i and e like s in usual, as in sgiafér "driver";

t as in tian "pan";
u semivocalic as /w/, as the first u in /ouu /'lowu/ "l work";
\Y; as in vin "wine".



Morphology

Genoese has two genders, masculine and feminine, and two numbers, singular and

plural.

Articles

There are two articles in Genoese: Definite article and indeterminate article.

Definite article

The definite article agrees in number and gender with the noun;the singular has two
forms depending on whether the following word has a leading vowel or a consonant:

singular
* plural
consonant vowel
masculine u / i
feminine a I e

When used in conjunction with the definite article, prepositions tend to contract with it,

yielding the so-called articulate prepositions:

* u 1/7r a i e
a au al/ al' a al ae
cont| ci cunl/cunl’ cua cui cue
da dau dal / dal' da dai dae
de du del / del’ da di de
in intu inte I/ inte I inta inti inte
su in scit in sce l/in sce ' in scié in sci in scé
pe peu pel/pel pa pei pé




Indeterminate article

The indeterminate article uses two roots for singular and plural. The root used for
singular forms is in-, akin to the numeral din, "one", whereas the plural form is in fact the

articulate preposition di which introduces apartitive complement:

singular
* plural
consonant vowel
masculine in di
feminine ina in' de




The Noun

Gender of nouns

Feminine nouns are usually marked by the -a ending in thesingular form, -e in the
plural.Exceptions to this rule are all feminine abstract nouns formed with thesuffix -siun.

Some nouns have alternate masculine and feminine classification: a péja/u péi, "the
pear (fruit and tree)";a méja/u méi, "the apple (fruit and tree)";u persegu/a persega, "the
peach (fruit and tree)";a giasa/u giasu "the ice".

Plural formation

Declinable masculine nouns take the plural endings as follows:

-a > -i, ex. u puéta "the poet" > i puéti "the poets". There are some exceptions of
undeclinable nouns, ex.: u bocia "the assistant mason" / i bocia "the assistant
masons".

-a > -ee, ex. u bacala "dried salted cod" > i bacalée "the pieces of dried salted
cod"

-4 > -ee, ex. u cana "the canal" > j canee "the canals". Pa "pair", ma "sea" and
ma "misfortune / disease / evil" do not usually change in the plural

-e > -i, ex. u scitime "the river" > j scitimi "the rivers". Nouns in -aise and -éise
change it into -aisgi and -éisgi respectively, ex.: u paise "the country" > | paisgi
"the countries"; u méise "the month" > i méisgi "the months"

tonic -an > -een, ex. u can "the dog" > i cheen "the dogs"

tonic -un > -uin, ex. u balun "the ball" > i baluin "the balls"

-0u > -uéi, ex. u pescou "the fisherman" > j pescuéi "the fishermen"

-u > -i, ex. u libru "the book" > i libri "the books". Nouns ending -su change it into
-sgi and those in -su change it into -sci in the plural, with the exception of -su
from Latin "-ceum, ex.: u vasu "the vessel" > j vasgi "the vessels"; u pasu "the
step" > i pasci "the steps", but u pagiasu "the clown" > i pagiasi "the clowns"

-0 > -ui, ex.: u prufesi "the professor" > i prufesui "the professors"

Declinable feminine nouns take the plural endings as follows:

-a > -e, ex. a tenda "the curtain" > e tende "the curtains"
-a > -ee, ex. a mama "the mummy" > e mamee "the mummies"

-4 > -ee, ex. a parla "the speech" > e parlee "the speeches"



e -un > -uin, ex. a cansun "the song" > e cansuin "the songs"

e -0 >-ui, ex. a scitl "the flower" > e sciuf "the flowers"

Nouns other that the masculine and feminine ones having the listed respective endings
are undeclinable, ex.: camin "fireplace" and "fireplaces", crisge "cross" and "crosses".

A few nouns change gender in the plural, ex.: u senugiu "the knee" > e senuge "the
knees"; | 66vu "the egg" > e 66ve "the eggs".



Pronouns

Personal Pronouns

Personal pronouns come in two forms: Isolated or prefix to a verb.Prefix third person
personal pronouns have different forms depending onwhether they are used as subject

or object (direct/indirect).

Note: The third person pluralprefix subject pronoun i can be heard in peripheric or rural variants of

Genoese.

Form: prefix
isolated

Person: subject object
1st sg. mi — me
2nd sg. ti ti te
ddsg. | e faal | fal
1st pl. ;nnzjué{?rten — ne
2nd pl. ][“ijlgf‘rg' — ve
3rd pl. I (i, il) E"ei’




Possessive Pronouns

The third person posessive pronouns are the same for both singular and plural,
whereas other persons distinguish between singular and plural.

. singular plural
m f m. f

1st sg. mee

2nd sg. to, t60

3rd sg. S0, sO0

1st pl. nostru nostra nostri vostri
2nd pl. vostru vostra vostri vostre
3rd pl. S0, s60

10



Numerals

Cardinal Numerals

Unlike other Romance languages, cardinal numbers from one to three have different
forms for the two genders.

Like in all Romance languages, cardinal numerals between ten and twenty are formed
in an irregular way, but the formation of greater numbers follows few simple rules.

1. m. dn, f. dn-a
2. m. dui, f. due
3. m. tréi, f. tree
4. cuatru

5. sincue

6. Séi

7. sete

8. otu

9. noove

10. désge

11.  lnse

12. duse

13. trése

14.  cuatorse

15.  chinse

16. sése

17. diséte

18.  disgidtu

19.  disgin6dve
20.  vinti

21.  vintln

28.  vintotu

11



30. trénta

40. cuaranta
50. sincuanta
60. sciuscianta
70. setanta

80. Otanta

90. nuvanta
100. séntu

200. dusgentu
500. sincueseéntu
600. seisentu
1000. mile

Ordinal Numerals

-

© o N o a0 bk~ e Db

[ . N
= O

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

. primu, f. prima

. segundu, f. segunda

. térsu, f. tersa

. cuartu, f. cuarta

. cuintu, f. cuinta

. sestu, f. sesta

. setimu, seten, f. sétima, setén-a

. utavu, 6tén, f. utava, otén-a

. nuven, f. nuvén-a

. desgeén, désgimu, f. desgén-a, désgima

. unseén, Unsésgimu, f. Unsén-a, unsésgima

12



Verb

The Verb ése (to be)

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

Indicative
Present Simple
mi sun

tit'é

& ul €/lé al'ée
nujatri sému
vujatri séi

1G (i) sun

Imperfect

mi éa

tit'éi

& ul éal/lé al'éa
nujatri ému
vujatri éi

la (il) éan

Future Simple

mi sajé

ti ti sajee

I& u sajé/lé a saja
nujatri sajému
vujatri sajéi

G (i) sajan

Present Perfect

mi sun steetu

ti t'é steetu

I& ul é steetu/é a I'é steeta
nujatri sému stéeti

vujatri séi stéeti

10 (i) sun steeti

Past Perfect

mi éa steetu

ti t'éi steetu

I& ul éa steetullé a I'éa steeta
nujatri ému steeti

vujatri éi steeti

10 (il) eéan steeti

Future Perfect

mi sajé steetu

ti ti sajée steetu

I& u saja steetu/é a saja stéeta
nujatri sajému steeti

vujatri sajéi steeti

10 (i) sajan steeti

13



1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

Subjunctive

Present Simple

che mi sége

che ti ti ségi

che Ié u ségelche Ié a sége
che nujatri ségimu

che vujatri segi

che 10 (i) ségian

Imperfect

che mi fise

che ti ti fisci

che |é u fise/che |é a fise
che nujatri fiscimu

che vujatri fisci

che 10 (i) fisan

Conditional

Present Simple

mi sajéiva

ti ti sajésci

|& u sajéivallé a sajéiva
nujatri sajéscimu
vujatri sajésci

G (i) sajéivan

Present Perfect
che mi sége steetu

che ti ti ségi stéetu

che |é u sége steetu/che 1€ a sége stéeta

che nujatri ségimu steeti
che vujatri ségi steeti

che | (i) ségian steeti

Past Perfect

che mi fise stéetu

che ti ti fisci steetu

che |é u fise steetu/che 1€ a fise steeta
che nujatri fiscimu steeti

che vujatri fisci steeti

che 0 (i) fisan stéeti

Present Perfect

mi sajéiva steetu

ti ti sajésci steetu

I& u sajéiva stéetu/Ié a sajéiva steeta
nujatri sajéscimu stéeti

vujatri sajésci steeti

10 (i) sajéivan steeti

14



Imperative

2nd sg. ségi
2nd pl. segee
Infinitive
Present Past
ése ése steetu/steeta/steeti/steete

Past Participle

steetu/steeta/steeti/steete

Gerund
Present Past
esendu esendu steetu/stéeeta/steeti/steete

15



The Verb avéi (to have)

The verb avéi is used as an auxiliary verb for transitive verbs. Its conjugation changes
when it is used as a verb meaning "to have".In that case avéi is often in conjunction with

the particle ghe, yielding the verb avéighe.

1st sg.
2nd sg.

3rd sg.

1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.

3rd sg.

1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

Indicative
Present Simple

mi (gh’)o

ti ti (gh')ee

& ul a/lé al'a

& u gh'allé agh'a
nujatri (gh')ému
vujatri (gh')eei

1G (il) an/lO (i) gh'an

Imperfect

mi (gh')avéiva

ti ti (gh')avéivi

|é& ul avéivallé a l'avéiva

|&€ u gh'avéivallé a gh'avéiva
nujatri (gh')avéivimo

vujatri (gh')avéivi

la (il) avéivan/la (i) gh'avéivan

Present Perfect

mi (gh')o aviiiiu

ti ti (gh')ee aviitiu

I& ul & avddullé a I'a aviidu

I& u gh'a avdidullé a gh'a avilu
nujatri (gh')ému avitu

vujatri (gh')eei aviidiu

[0 (il) an avddulla (i) gh'an avidu

Past Perfect

mi (gh')avéiva aviiliu

ti ti (gh')aveivi aviliu

I& ul avéiva aviiiul/lé a I'avéiva aviidiu

I& u gh'avéiva aviiiiullé a gh'avéiva aviiliu
nujatri (gh')avéivimu avdidu

vujatri (gh')avéivi aviidu

1G (il) avéivan avidulla (i) gh'avéivan avitu

16



1st sg.
2nd sg.

3rd sg.

1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.

3rd sg.

1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.

3rd sg.

1st pl.
2nd pl.

3rd pl.

Future Simple

mi (gh')avio

ti ti (gh')aviee

& ul avié/lé a l'avia
|&€ u gh'allé a gh'avia
nujatri (gh’)aviému
vujatri (gh')aviéi

lG (il) avian/lO (i) gh'avian

Subjunctive
Present Simple
che mi (gh')age
che ti ti (gh')agi

che 1é ul age/che 1€ a I'age

che 1é u gh'agel/che 1é a gh'age

che nujatri (gh')agimu
che vujatri (gh')agi
che 10 (il) agian/la (i) gh'agian

Imperfect
che mi (gh')avése

che ti ti (gh')avésci

che Ié ul avése/lé a I'avése

che |é u gh'avésel/lé a gh'avése
che nujatri (gh')avéscimu

che vujatri (gh')avésci

che 10 (il) avésan/Il (i) gh'avésan

Future Perfect

mi (gh')avib aviiiiu

ti ti (gh')aviee aviiiiu

|& ul avié avidullé a I'avia aviidu

I& u gh'avia avidullé a gh'avia aviliu
nujatri (gh’)aviému avditu

vujatri (gh')aviéi aviitiu

10 (il) avian avddulla (i) gh'avian avidu

Present Perfect

che mi (gh')age aviiu

che ti ti (gh')agi aviidiu

che |é ul age aviidiu/che 1é a I'age aviiliu

che 1é u gh'age avilulche 1€ a gh'age
avuuu

che nujatri (gh')agimu avliitiu
che vujatri (gh')agi aviidu

che |G (il) agian avddull( (i) gh'agian avidu

Past Perfect

che mi (gh')o aviitiu

che ti t'ee aviuulti ti gh'ee aviiliu

che |é ul avése aviidiullé a I'avése aviiliu

che 1&é u gh'avése aviiiullé a gh'avése
avadu

che nujatri (gh')avéscimu aviiu
che vujatri (gh')avésci aviiliu

che 10 (il) avésan avddu/lG (i) gh'avésan
avadu

17



1st sg.
2nd sg.

3rd sg.

1st pl.
2nd pl.

3rd pl.

2nd sg.
2nd pl.

Conditional

Present Simple

mi (gh')aviéiva

ti ti (gh')aviésci

|& ul aviéivallé a 'aviéiva

|& u gh'aviéivallé a gh'aviéiva
nujatri (gh')aviéscimu

vujatri (gh')aviésci

lG (il) aviéivan/lQ (i) gh'aviéivan

Imperative
agi/agighe
agee(ghe)

Infinitive
Present
avéi(ghe)

Past Participle

avilu/avitia/aviidi/aviitie

Gerund

Present

avendu(ghe)

Present Perfect

mi (gh')o aviiiiu

ti t'ee avddulti ti gh'ee aviiliu

I& ul aviéiva avilullé a I'aviéiva avidu

Ié u gh'aviéiva avidullé a gh'aviéiva avilu
nujatri (gh')aviéscimu aviitiu

vujatri (gh')aviésci aviitiu

[0 (i) aviéivan avddul/li
aviiu

(i) gh'aviéivan

Past

avéi(ghe) aviiiu

Past

avendu(ghe) avditiu

18



Verbs of the 1st conjugation (ending in -a)

Are conjugated as manda "to send":

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

Indicative

Present Simple

mi mandu

ti ti mandi

|€ u mandallé a manda
nujatri mandemu
vujatri mandee

la (i) mandan

Imperfect

mi mandava

ti ti mandavi

|& u mandavallé a mandéava
nujatri mandavimu

vujatri mandavi

1G (i) mandavan

Future Simple

mi mandié

ti ti mandiee

|& u mandial/lé a mandia
nujatri mandiému
vujatri mandiéi

10 (i) mandian

Present Perfect

mi 0 mandou

ti t'eée mandou

I& ul a mandou/é a I'a mandou
nujatri ému mandou

vujatri eei mandou

1G (il) an mandou

Past Perfect

mi avéiva mandou

ti t'avéivi mandou

I& ul avéiva mandou/é a 'avéiva mandou
nujatri avéivimu mandou

vujatri avéivi mandou

10 (il) avéivan mandou

Future Perfect

mi avié mandou

ti t'aviee mandou

I& ul avid mandou/1é a I'avia mandou
nujatri aviému mandou

vujatri aviéi mandou

10 (il) avian mandou

19



Subjunctive

Present Simple Present Perfect
1st sg. che mi mande che mi age mandou
2nd sg. che ti ti mandi che ti t'agi mandou

3rd sg. che |é u mande/che |&é a mande che |I& ul age mandou/Ié a I'age mandou

1st pl.  che nujatri mandému che nujatri agimu mandou
2nd pl. che vujatri mandee che vujatri agi mandou
3rd pl. che |G (i) mandan che 0 (il) agian mandou
Imperfect Past Perfect
1st sg. che mi mandése che mi avése mandou
2nd sg. che ti ti mandésci che ti t'avésci mandou
3rd sg. che I’é u mandése/che 1é ache Ié ul avése mandou/che |1& a l'avése
mandése mandou
1st pl.  che nujatri mandéscimu che nujatri avéscimu mandou
2nd pl. che vujatri mandésci che vujatri avésci mandou
3rd pl.  che |G (i) mandésan che 10 (il) avésan mandou
Conditional
Present Simple Present Perfect
1st sg. mi mandiéiva mi aviéiva mandou
2nd sg. ti ti mandiésci ti ti aviésci mandou
3rd sg. 1& u mandiéivallé a mandiéiva |é& ul aviéiva mandou/é a 'aviéiva mandou
1st pl.  nujatri mandiéscimu nujatri aviéscimu mandou
2nd pl.  vujatri mandiésci vujatri avésci mandou
3rd pl. G (i) mandiéivan G (il) avieivan mandou

20



2nd sg.
2nd pl.

Imperative

manda

mandeée

Infinitive

Present Past

manda avéi mandou

Past Participle

mandou/mandéa/mandee/mandee

Gerund
Present Past
mandandu avendu mandou

21



Verbs of the 2nd conjugation (ending in -éi)

Are conjugated as tasgéi "to keep silent":

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

Indicative

Present Simple

mi tasgiu

ti ti tasgi

|& u tasgel/lé a tasge
nujatri tasgému
vujatri tasgéi

G (i) tdsgian

Imperfect

mi tasgéiva

ti ti tasgeéivi

|& u tasgéivallé a tasgéiva
nujatri tasgéivimu

vujatri tasgéivi

G (i) tasgéivan

Future Simple

mi tasgio

ti ti tasgiee

|é u tasgiallé a tasgia
nujatri tasgiému
vujatri tasgiéi

G (i) tasgian

Present Perfect

mi O tasgilidiu

ti t'ee tasgititiu

I& ul a tasgititiu/é a I'a tasgititiu
nujatri ému tasgitidu

vujatri eei tasgititiu

10 (il) an tasgititiu

Past Perfect

mi avéiva tasgqititiu

ti tavéivi tasgititiu

I& ul avéiva tasgqititiuNé a I'avéiva tasgqililiu
nujatri avéivimu tasgitidiu

vujatri avéivi tasgiddiu

10 (il) avéivan tasgilitiu

Future Perfect

mi avié tasgitdu

ti t'aviée tasgititiu

I& ul avia tasgilitiu/é a 'avia tasgididiu
nujatri aviému tasgitidiu

vujatri aviéi tasgititiu

1G (il) avian tasgititiu

22



1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.

3rd sg.

1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

Subjunctive

Present Simple

che mi tasge

che ti ti tasgi

che |é u tasgelche |€ a tasge
che nujatri tasgému

che vujatri tasgéi

che 10 (i) tdsgian

Imperfect
che mi tasgése

che ti ti tasgésci

che |é u tasgése/che 1€ a tasgése

che nujatri tasgéscimu
che vujatri tasgésci

che 10 (i) tasgésan

Conditional

Present Simple

mi tasgiéiva

ti ti tasgiésci

|€ u tasgiéivallé a tasgiéiva
nujatri tasgiéscimu

vujatri tasgiésci

G (i) tasgiéivan

Present Perfect

che mi age tasgititiu

che ti t'agi tasgitidiu

che |é ul age tasgilitiu/é a I'age tasgitidiu
che nujatri agimu tasgititiu

che vujatri agi tasgitidiu

che 1G (i) agian tasgitiu

Past Perfect
che mi avése tasgilitiu
che ti t'avésci tasgititiu

che 1€ ul avése tasgitdiu/che 1€ a l'avése
tasgiddiu

che nujatri avéscimu tasgitidiu
che vujatri avésci tasgqititiu

che 1G (il) avésan tasgitidiu

Present Perfect

mi aviéiva tasgititiu

ti ti aviésci tasgitidiu

I€& ul aviéiva tasgititiu/Ié a 'aviéiva tasgittiu
nujatri aviéscimu tasgididu

vujatri avésci tasgititiu

la (il) aviéivan tasgitiiiu
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Imperative
2nd sg. tasgi
2nd pl. tasgéi

Infinitive
Present Past
tasgéi avéi tasgitdu

Past Participle

tasgiddu

Gerund

Present Past

tasgendu avéendu tasgiddu
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Verbs of the 3rd conjugation (ending in unstressed -e)

Are conjugated as /ése "to read™

Indicative
Present Simple Present Perfect
1stsg. milésu mi o lestiliu
2nd sg. titilési ti t'ée lesdidiu
3rd sg. |éulésellé a lése Ié ul a lestitiuNé a I'a lestitiu
1stpl.  nujatri lesému nujatri ému lesditiu
2nd pl.  vujatri leséi vujatri eei lestitiu
3rd pl. 10 (i) /ésan 1G (il) an lesddiu
Imperfect Past Perfect
1st sg. mileséiva mi avéiva lestiliu
2nd sg. titileséivi ti t'avéivi lestiiu
3rd sg. |é uleséivallé a leséiva Ié ul avéiva lestiiiu/é a 'avéiva lestiliu
1st pl.  nujatri leséivimu nujatri avéivimu lestidiu
2nd pl. vujatri leséivi vujatri avéivi lestidiu
3rd pl. 10 (i) leséivan 10 (il) avéivan lestidu
Future Simple Future Perfect
1st sg. milesio mi avio lestidiu
2nd sg. titilesiee ti t'aviee lestitiu
3rd sg. |é u lesidllé a lesié I& ul avia lestitiuNé a I'avia lestiliu
1stpl.  nujatri lesiému nujatri aviému lesdidiu
2nd pl. vujatri lesiéi vujatri aviéi lesiitiu
3rd pl. 1G (i) lesian [0 (il) avian lesdidiu
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Subjunctive

Present Simple Present Perfect
1st sg. che mi lése che mi age lestidiu
2nd sg. che titi/ési che ti t'agi lesdidiu
3rd sg. che |é u léselche |€ a Iése che |é ul age lestitiu/1é a I'age lestiliu
1st pl.  che nujatri lesému che nujatri agimu lestidu
2nd pl. che vujatri leséi che vujatri agi lesdidu
3rd pl. che I (i) Iésan che 10 (il) agian lestitiu
Imperfect Past Perfect
1st sg. che mi/esése che mi avése lestiiiu
2nd sg. che titi lesésci che ti t'avésci lestiliu

R . R . che 1é ul avése lesiliu/che 1€ a l'avése
3rd sg. che |é u lesése/che |é a lesése

lesitu

1st pl.  che nujatri leséscimu che nujatri avéscimu lesdidiu
2nd pl. che vujatri lesésci che vujatri avésci lestitiu
3rd pl. che lG (i) lesésan che 10 (il) avésan lestidiu

Conditional

Present Simple Present Perfect
1st sg. mi lesiéiva mi aviéiva leslitiu
2nd sg. titilesiésci ti ti aviésci lesdidiu
3rd sg. |é ulesiéivallé a lesiéiva I& ul aviéiva lestidiu/é a 'aviéiva lesdiliu
1st pl.  nujatri lesiéscimu nujatri aviéscimu lestdu
2nd pl.  vujatri lesiésci vujatri avésci lestitiu
3rd pl. 10 (i) lesiéivan [0 (il) aviéivan lesddiu
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Imperative

2nd sg. [ési
2nd pl. leséi
Infinitive
Present Past
lése avéi lestitiu

Past Participle

lesiitiu

Gerund

Present Past

lesendu avendu lestitiu
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Verbs of the 4th conjugation (ending in -i)

Are conjugated with the endings of fini "to finish", some with the infix -sc(i)- and some
without it:

Indicative
Present Simple Present Perfect
1st sg. mi finisciu mi O finiu
2nd sg. titifinisci ti t'ee finiu
3rd sg. |é u finiscellé a finisce I& ul & finiuNé a I'a finiu
1st pl.  nujatri finimu nujatri ému finiu
2nd pl. vujatri fini vujatri eei finiu
3rd pl. G (i) finiscian 1G (il) an finiu
Imperfect Past Perfect
1st sg. mi finiva mi avéiva finiu
2nd sg. i ti finivi ti t'avéivi finiu
3rd sg. |é u finivallé a finiva I& ul avéiva finiu/é a 'avéiva finiu
1st pl.  nujatri finivimu nujatri avéivimu finiu
2nd pl.  vujatri finivi vujatri avéivi finiu
3rd pl. G (i) finivan 1G (il) avéivan finiu
Future Simple Future Perfect
1st sg. mi finié mi avib finiu
2nd sg. titifiniée ti t'aviée finiu
3rd sg. |é u finia/lé a finia I& ul avia finiuNé a I'avia finiu
1st pl.  nujatri finiému nujatri aviému finiu
2nd pl.  vujatri finiéi vujatri aviéi finiu
3rd pl. 10 (i) finian 10 (il) avian finiu
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1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

Subjunctive

Present Simple

che mi finisce

che ti ti finisci

che |é u finiscelche |é a finisce
che nujatri finimu

che vujatri fini

che |G (i) finiscian

Imperfect

che mi finise

che ti ti finisci

che |é u finise/che 1€ a finise
che nujatri finiscimu

che vujatri finisci

che 10 (i) finisan

Conditional

Present Simple

mi finiéiva

ti ti finiésci

|& u finiéivallé a finiéiva
nujatri finiéscimu
vujatri finiésci

G (i) finiéivan

Present Perfect

che mi age finiu

che ti t'agi finiu

che |é ul age finiuAé a I'age finiu
che nujatri agimu finiu

che vujatri agi finiu

che 1G (il) agian finiu

Past Perfect

che mi avése finiu

che ti t'avésci finiu

che |1é ul avése finiu/che 1€ a I'avése finiu
che nujatri avéscimu finiu

che vujatri avésci finiu

che 10 (il) avésan finiu

Present Perfect

mi aviéiva finiu

ti ti aviésci finiu

I& ul aviéiva finiu/é a I'aviéiva finiu
nujatri aviéscimu finiu

vujatri avésci finiu

10 (il) aviéivan finiu
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2nd sg.
2nd pl.

Imperative

finisci

finf

Infinitive

Present Past

finf aveéi finiu

Past Participle

finiu/finfa/finii/finie

Gerund
Present Past
finindu avendu finiu

30



The Passive

The passive diathesis is formed with the verb ése and the past participle agreeing with

the subject's gender, ex. with manda "to send":

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.
2nd sg.
3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

Indicative

Present Simple

mi sun mandou/manda

ti t'é mandou/manda

|& ul e mandoullé a I'e manda
nujatri sému mandee

vujatri séi mandée

10 (i) sun mandee

Imperfect

mi éa mandou/mandé

ti t'éi mandou/mandéa

|& ul éa mandoullé a I'éa manda
nujatri ému mandee

vujatri éi mandeéee

G (il) éan mandee

Future Simple
mi sajé mandou/manda

ti ti sajée mandou/mandé

I& u sajéd mandoullé a saja manda

nujatri sajému mandee
vujatri sajéi mandee

lG (i) sajan mandee

Present Perfect

mi sun steetu mandou/mandé
ti t'é steetu mandou/mandé

I€& ul é steetu/é a I'é steeta
nujatri sému stéeti mandee
vujatri séi stéeti mandée

1G (i) sun steeti mandee

Past Perfect

mi éa steetu mandou/manda
ti t'éi steetu mandou/manda
I€ ul éa steetullé a I'éa steeta
nujatri ému steeti mandee
vujatri éi steeti mandee

1G (il) éan steeti mandee

Future Perfect

mi sajé steetu mandou/manda
ti ti sajée steetu mandou/manda
I& u saja steetu/é a saja stéeta
nujatri sajému steeti mandee
vujatri sajéi stéeti mandee

10 (i) sajan stéeti mandée
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Subjunctive

Present Simple Present Perfect
1st sg. che mi sége mandou/manda che mi sége steetu mandou/manda
2nd sg. che ti ti ségi mandou/mandé che ti ti ségi stéetu mandou/mandé

che & u sége mandoulche 1é a

3rd sg. sége mand che Ié u sége stéetu/che |€ a sége steeta

1st pl.  che nujatri ségimu mandee che nujatri ségimu steeti mandee

2nd pl. che vujatri ségi mandee che vujatri ségi steeti mandee

3rd pl. che 0 (i) ségian mandée che |G (i) ségian steeti mandee
Imperfect Past Perfect

1st sg. che mi fise mandou/manda che mi fise stéetu mandou/manda

2nd sg. che ti ti fisci mandou/manda che ti ti fisci steetu mandou/manda

3rd sg. z?:nljéu fise mandouiche |€ a ﬁseche I u fise steetu/che 1€ a fise steeta

1st pl.  che nujatri fiscimu mandeée che nujatri fiscimu steeti mandee

2nd pl. che vujatri fisci mandeée che vujatri fisci stéeti mandee

3rd pl. che 0 (i) fisan mandee che |0 (i) fisan stéeti mandée
Conditional
Present Simple Present Perfect

1st sg. mi sajéiva mandou/mandéa mi sajéiva steetu mandou/mandéa

2nd sg. titi sajésci mandou/mandé ti ti sajésci steetu mandou/manda

3rd sg. lriaLrj? ds;'j éiva mandouflé a saj é‘ivalé u sajéiva steetu/Ié a sajéiva stéeta

1st pl.  nujatri sajéscimu mandée nujatri sajéscimu steeti mandee

2nd pl.  vujatri sajésci mandee vujatri sajésci steeti mandee

3rd pl. 10 (i) sajéivan mandee 10 (i) sajéivan steeti mandee
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Imperative
2nd sg. ségi mandou/mandé

2nd pl. segee mandee

Infinitive
Present Past
ése ése steetu mandou/steeta manda/steeti

mandou/mandéa/mandee/mandee mandee/steete mandee

Past Participle

mandou/manda/mandée/mandeée

Gerund

Present Past

esendu

mandou/manda/mandée/mandee esendu steetu/steeta/steeti/steete

In the simple forms ése can be replaced by the irregular verb venji, meaning also "to
come":

Indicative

Present Simple

1st sg. mi vénju mandou/manda

2nd sg. ti ti vénji mandou/mandé

3rd sg. I& u vén mandoullé a ven manda
1st pl. nujatri venjimu mandee

2nd pl. vujatri venji mandee

3rd pl. [0 (i) vénjan mandee
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1st sg.

2nd sg.

3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.

2nd sg.

3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

1st sg.

2nd sg.

3rd sg.
1st pl.
2nd pl.
3rd pl.

Imperfect

mi venjiva mandou/manda

ti ti venjivi mandou/manda

I& u venjiva mandoullé a venjiva mandé
nujatri venjivimu mandeée

vujatri venjivi mandée

1G (i) venjivan mandee

Future Simple

mi venjié mandoéu/manda

ti ti venjiee mandou/manda

I& u venjid mandoullé a sajé manda
nujatri venjiému mandee

vujatri venjiéi mandée

1G (i) venjian mandee

Subjunctive

Present Simple

che mi vénje mandou/manda

che ti ti vénji mandou/manda

che 1é u vénje mandoul/che |é a sége manda
che nujatri venjimu mandee

che vujatri venji mandee

che |G (i) vénjan mandee
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Imperfect

1st sg. che mi venjise mandou/manda

2nd sg. che ti ti venjisci mandou/manda

3rd sg. che |é u venjise mandoul/che 1é a fise manda
1st pl. che nujatri venjiscimu mandee

2nd pl. che vujatri venjisci mandeée

3rd pl. che 10 (i) venjisan mandee

Conditional Present Simple

1st sg. mi venjiéiva mandou/manda

2nd sg. ti ti venjiésci mandou/manda

3rd sg. |& u venjiéiva mandoullé a sajéiva manda
1st pl. nujatri venjiéscimu mandee

2nd pl. vujatri venjiésci mandee

3rd pl. [0 (i) venjieivan mandée

Infinitive Present

venji mandou/mandéa/mandée/mandee

Gerund Present

venjindu mandou/mandéa/mandee/mandee

Impersonal Construction

The impersonal construction is made by placing the particle se before the 2nd sg.
person form of the verb, ex.: se mangia "people eat"; se sente "people ear"; se béive in
gotu de vin "a glass of wine is drunk"; se cunta ina féa "a tale is told"; se cunstriiisce di
palasi "buildings are built"; se manda de létie "letters are sent".
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Vocabulary
Below is a sample of Ligurian words:

u péi, "the pear";u méi, "the apple";u setrun, "the orange";u figu, "the fig";u pérsegu, "the
peach";u ribes, "the currant";u mandarin, "the tangerine";u franbuése, "the raspberry";a
sésgia, "the cherry";u mélu, "the strawberry";a ndsge, "the nut";/'arbicoca, "the apricot";a
briinja, "the plum";a niséa, "the hazelnut";a muia, "the blackberry";/'iiliga, "the grape";/
asginélu, "the grape" (the single fruit in a bunch).a nespua, "the medlar";u pinjéé, "the
pine-kernel";smangia, "to itch";u pursému, "the parsley";u sélou, "the celery";case, "to
fall";scarliga, "to slide";spatisa, "to squash";arvi, "to open";seréa, "to close";u ceeu, "the
light";a ca, "the house", "the home";/ 66vu, "the egg";l bgiu, "the eye";a buca, "the
mouth";a tésta, "the head";a schen-a, "the back";u cdd, "the butt";u brasu, "the arm";a
ganba, "the leg";u cdd, "the heart".
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